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Ms. Lauren Willner

Chorus Director
lauren_willner@charleston.k12.sc.us

843-763-1529

Important dates, practice assignments, and other information may be found on the 
CEWMS Mustang Chorus Website:
https://cewmsmustangchorus.weebly.com
Also sign up for text message alerts through the application Remind:

http://www.remind.com/join/mslwilln
Welcome to the C. E. Williams Mustang Chorus!
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PHILOSOPHY

The study of choral music is a vital part of the school curriculum.  As part of a well-balanced education, our program provides:
· A means for developing creativity and expressive awareness

· Tools for learning artistic modes of problem-solving

· Development of life-long skills, including: creativity, self-discipline, cultural appreciation, self-confidence, innovation, and respect
· A spirit of cooperation through group participation

· A feeling of accomplishment and satisfaction through personal effort

· Discovery and development of musical talents
The C. E. Williams Music Department strives to impart responsibility in each student. This, in turn, results in responsibility to our school and our community, helping students to become quality citizens in every day life.
We build our program around the National and South Carolina State Standards for Music Education:
· The student will sing and perform on instruments a variety of music, alone and with others.

· The student will improvise, compose, and arrange music within specified guidelines.

· The student will read and notate music.

· The student will listen to, describe, analyze, and evaluate music and music performances.

· The student will examine and perform music from a variety of cultures and stylistic periods.

· The student will make connections between music and other arts disciplines, other content areas, and the world.

MISSION STATEMENT
As a music educator at C. E. Williams Middle School, it is my goal to foster attitudes, understanding, skills, and enjoyment so each individual’s artistic potential may be developed. In developing their potential, students will realize that lifelong participation in music is a valuable part of a life fully lived. 
Course Descriptions
Sixth Grade Singers
Sixth Grade Singers is for students who wish to perform as part of the Mustang Chorus groups.  This class meets every day for 45 minutes.  Students do not miss another class to attend the chorus rehearsal.  The Sixth Grade Singers will perform several times throughout the school year as a group:

Holiday Concert in December
Solo/Small Ensemble Concert in March (optional)


Spring Concert in May

Attendance at all concerts is required.  If other concerts are scheduled, parents and students will be notified in advance.  Please see grading policy for more details. 
Combined Chorus – 7th and 8th Grades
Combined Chorus is for students who wish to perform as part of the Mustang Chorus groups.  This class meets every day for 45 minutes.  Students do not miss another class to attend the chorus rehearsal.  The Combined Chorus will perform several times throughout the school year as a group:

Holiday Concert in December
Solo/Small Ensemble Concert in March (optional)


Spring Concert in May

Attendance at all concerts is required.  If other concerts are scheduled, parents and students will be notified in advance.  Please see grading policy for more details. 
Competition Chorus – 7th and 8th Grades
Competition Chorus is an auditioned group for students in 7th and 8th grades. This course provides a rigorous learning environment for advancing singers. This class meets every day for 45 minutes.  Students do not miss another class to attend the chorus rehearsal.  The Competition Choir will perform numerous times throughout the school year as a group. Students will also have several opportunities to share their passion for music with the community. 

Stingrays in Fall

Holiday Concert in December
Caroling in Winter

Solo/Small Ensemble Concert in March

Festival Concert in March

Spring Concert in May

Magic Music Days in Spring
Attendance at all concerts is required.  If other concerts are scheduled, parents and students will be notified in advance.  Please see grading policy for more details. 
Mustang Chorus Course Goals
Students will demonstrate knowledge in the following areas:

1. Appropriate singing posture and breathing techniques 

2. Basic vocal anatomy 

3. Vowel sounds and consonants (voiced and unvoiced)

4. Aural skills to match pitch, improve intonation, and sing with attention to ensemble balance and blend

5. Expressive elements: dynamics, tempo and phrasing

6. Basic conducting patterns and gestures representing tempo, expression and vocal technique

7. Notating, arranging, and composing music

8. Music reading – simple rhythms and pitch notations

9. Music of various styles and cultures

10. Rehearsal and performance skills


Course Content

First Semester:
1. Imitate simple rhythm and tonal patterns

2. Identify simple rhythms and pitches from notation

3. Perform simple rhythmic and melodic patterns

4. Produce one-phrase responses

5. Produce a steady free tone

6. Blend voice with others

7. Sing songs based on the pentatonic scale

8. Identify the elements of music, instrument families, and voice types

9. Recognize musical selections from some cultures and time periods

Second Semester:
1. Notate musical ideas using symbols to represent pitch and rhythm

2. Arrange a short vocal song

3. Sing a variety of pitches and rhythms

4. Imitate simple melodic phrases

5. Improvise rhythmic patterns

6. Sing with a resonant, centered, and free tone 

7. Sing expressively, matching dynamic levels and responding to cues

8. Describe the elements of music, instrument families, and voice types

9. Identify musical selections from some cultures and time periods

Classroom Procedures and Expectations
MUSTANG P.R.I.D.E. is a standard to which we hold our students here at C. E. Williams Middle School.  The letters in P.R.I.D.E. stand for:

Preparation


Respect



Integrity


Dedication


Engagement
Students are held to this standard in every aspect of their school experience, and especially in the chorus classroom.  Students are awarded points in our school-wide reward program for appropriate demonstration of these aspects of citizenship.  

Be Ready:
· Arrive on time and enter the chorus room in a quiet and calm manner placing non-chorus materials in designated space
· Come prepared with materials each day: pencil, binder, notebook, etc.

· Get binder, pencil, and notebook ready for class and be seated quickly

· Check the agenda on the board and begin bell-ringer
Be Respectful:
· Treat everyone and everything with respect
· Do not talk or get out of your seat without permission

· Be kind to your classmates

Be Responsible:
· Actively participate in class at all times

· Make good choices

· Care for yourself and others

Failure to follow class expectations may result in the following sequence of events:
· Verbal warning

· Student moved to another area of the room

· Behavior Reflection

· Phone call home

· Conference with parent

· Discipline referral

· Possible removal from the chorus program
Grading
Charleston County School District Grading Scale

A = 90-100

B = 80 – 89

C = 70 – 79

D = 60 – 69

F = 0 – 59 
Chorus Grading Criteria
Grades will be based on:

· Singing tests** and written tests (40%)

· Daily participation (40%)

· Written quizzes and worksheets (20%)

**Each concert performance will count as two test grades
Daily Participation Grade
· Actively participates
· Arrive on time

· Demonstrates ready, respectful, and responsible behavior

· Utilizes good singing posture and applies correct vocal technique

· Puts forth best effort at all times
· Comes prepared to class with all materials
· Follows class rules and procedures


Materials
· One 1” Black Hardback View 3-Ring Binder
· One Composition Notebook
· #2 Pencils

Other items not required, but are optional contributions to the classroom include:

· Box of tissues

· Clorox Wipes
· Copy paper (white or colored)
Students are expected to participate in chorus class every day unless another special activity is planned.  A WRITTEN EXCUSE is required from a parent or guardian if a student cannot sing in class due to a medical or other issue.  The student will not be penalized for not singing that day with a WRITTEN EXCUSE.

Tests, Quizzes, and Written Work
Individual singing tests and quizzes will be given frequently.  Written tests and quizzes will be given throughout the school year, and will be based on material presented in class.  Any student who is unsatisfied with a singing or written test or quiz grade may request one retake during a future class (to be decided by the chorus director).  The two scores will then be averaged.  
Performances
Each required performance will count as two test grades with each student in attendance receiving a grade of 100.  If a student is absent, he/she will receive a grade of 0.  

Please notify Ms. Willner of any calendar conflicts ASAP.  The only excusable absences are pre-arranged school conflicts, and those that would be excused by the school (ie:  Illness, death in the family, religious holiday, etc.).  If a student is unable to attend a required performance, a WRITTEN EXCUSE from a parent is needed IN ADVANCE.  
If a student must miss a concert that is not considered an excusable absence, they will have the opportunity to receive partial credit by completing the following:
Write an essay comparing and contrasting the musical elements (melody, rhythm, tempo, dynamics, harmony, and form) of two pieces from the concert.

Students with an unexcused absence who complete the alternate essay will have the ability to earn a maximum grade of a 90. 

If a student misses 2 or more concerts in a school year, they may be removed from the Mustang Chorus program.

Parent Conferences
Student, parent, and teacher conferences are encouraged through the school year.  Parents may check for assignments, rehearsals, performance dates, and other chorus information on the Mustang Chorus website:
https://cewmsmustangchorus.weebly.com
General Information
Concert Attire
Each student will dress in concert attire for all performances.  Students not in full concert attire may not be allowed to perform.  
Sixth Grade Singers:

Ladies:
Chorus t-shirt, black dress pants or long black skirt, black socks or tights, and black dress shoes.

Gentleman:
Chorus t-shirt, black dress pants, black socks, and black dress shoes.

Combined Chorus and Competition Chorus:

Ladies:
Chorus polo, black dress pants or long black skirt, black socks or tights, and black dress shoes.

Gentleman:
Chorus polo, black dress pants, black socks, and black dress shoes.

Please see the details below regarding chorus fees and ordering the chorus uniform polo and other chorus clothing. 
Concert Etiquette
The following standard set of manners is to be used when attending a live performance:

· Dress nicely for a live performance

· Arrive early.  If you are late, wait until you hear applause before entering the concert area to find a seat.  Never entire while musicians are performing.

· Clap when a conductor walks toward the podium at the beginning of a concert

· Do not talk during a performance

· Do not bring food, drinks, or gum into a concert area

· Turn off all electronic devices – check them twice!

· Plan to stay for the entire performance

Private Lessons
Private lessons are the best way to improve performance skills.  One-on-one attention allows the student to improve at a rapid and individualized pace not possible in a large classroom setting.  A list of private teachers will be available from Ms. Willner if students indicate interest.

Chorus Fees
Sixth Grade Singers


Uniform T-Shirt

$10


Music & Supplies

$15

Total:




$25

Combined Chorus – 7th and 8th Grades


Uniform Polo


$30


Music & Supplies

$10

Total:




$40
Competition Chorus – 7th and 8th Grades


Uniform Polo


$30


Music & Supplies

$10


Assessment Fee

$10

Total:




$50
Fees are in place to ensure students have necessary supplies for the greatest chance of success, and to maintain a standard of excellence for the program as a whole. These items are not covered by CCSD or CEWMS, so they are funded by fees. Paying these fees helps us pay our bills on time. Fees are due by October 31st and are non-refundable. Please note that this assessment does not pay for field trips. It is the desire of the director to take field trips each year. No member will be denied the opportunities of our organization due to financial difficulties. If there are financial issues, please contact Ms. Willner!  Please note that checks or money orders should be made payable to CE Williams Middle School, and individual student accounts do not carry over to the next school year.
Additional chorus attire can also be purchased. There will be two times during the school year that we will place orders for these – September and December.  Please look for additional information and deadlines that will be communicated throughout the school year.  

Available Options Include:
Chorus Short-Sleeve T-Shirt



$10
Chorus Long-Sleeve T-Shirt



$15
Chorus Hoodies




$25  
Chorus Embroidered Full-Zip Fleece
Jacket

$35
Notes

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

*Please complete and return to Ms. Willner by 8/31

Mustang Chorus Student Information Sheet
Student Name _______________________________________________________

Grade ____________________
Homeroom Teacher _____________________

Student Birthdate _____________________________________________________

Home Address _______________________________________________________

City and Zip Code _____________________________________________________

Home Phone Number __________________________________________________


Parent Name(s) _______________________________________________________

Parent Cell Phone Number ______________________________________________

Parent Email _________________________________________________________
Polo/T-Shirt Size (please circle one of the Youth or Adult options):

Youth:

Large

XL


Adult:

 Small

Medium   
Large   
X-Large   
2XL
Chorus Fees Due by 10/31. See page 9 for more information. 
Allergies _______________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name _________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Phone Number(s) _______________________________________

Please use the space below to write any additional information you feel the teacher needs to know about you
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

*Please complete and return to Ms. Willner by 8/31
C. E. Williams Middle School for 

Creative and Scientific Arts


Mustang Chorus Contract

My parent/guardian and I have read the C. E. Williams Middle School Mustang Chorus Handbook and are aware of the expectations and consequences concerning behavior, uniform, participation, and grading as outlined. 
As a member of the Mustang Chorus, I will:
1. Attend all scheduled rehearsals and performances.

2. Be prepared for all rehearsals with a pencil, my binder, and notebook.

3. Stay focused during our time together, demonstrating ready, respectful and responsible behavior.

4. Be supportive and encouraging to fellow members. We are a team!

5. Bring a positive attitude and a willingness to learn and enjoy making music.

___________________________________________
________________________
Student Name (please print)




Grade & Homeroom Teacher
___________________________________________
__________________

Student Signature 
Chorus Class Period

___________________________________________
__________________

Parent Signature





Date
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